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C HRISTMAS TO SOME PEOPLE is the
most joyous part of the year. To
others it may be the hardest,

depending on personal circumstances.
You may think of Christmas and immedi-
ately have visions of children running
around the Christmas tree excited or
ripping open the paper that
was neatly wrapped around
their gift. Dad lying on the
couch asleep after a more than
ample amount of Christmas
turkey and Mum worrying
about the next meal she
has to prepare while
everyone else is full.

Below are some highlights that you
may enjoy this Christmas.

NATIVITY
In the early centuries, the story of the
Nativity was dramatised in churches
within the framework of so-called ‘Miracle
Plays’. These semi-dramatic services
consisted of representations of the
‘mystery’ of Christ’s birth, accompanied
by song, prayer and other acts of devotion.
Unfortunately, books or pictures were
not available to most of the ordinary
people, so these plays served not only as
acts of worship but also as a means of
religious instruction. They soon became
very popular in all Christian countries. 

One type of Nativity play is the German
Herbergsuchen (search for an inn). It is
a dramatic rendition about the efforts to
find a shelter in Bethlehem. Joseph and
Mary, tired and weary, knock on door

after door,
humbly asking for a place to stay.
Realising that they are poor, the owners
refuse their request with harsh words,
until they finally decide to seek shelter
in a stable.

Usually the whole performance is sung
and often is followed by a ‘happy ending’
showing a tableau of the stable with
Nativity scene. There are scores of different
versions according to the various songs
and sketches provided in the text.

THE CHRISTMAS TREE
Many people feature a Christmas tree in
a prominent place in the home. 

The origin of the Christmas tree goes
back to the medieval German Mystery
plays. One of the most popular mysteries
was the Paradise play, representing the
creation of man, the sin of Adam and Eve
and their expulsion from Paradise. These

continued on page 2
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● WINTER EDITORIAL

plays were performed either in the
open or in the large squares in front
of churches. The garden of Eden was
indicated by a fir tree hung with apples.
When the pageant was performed in
church, the pardeisbaum (tree of
Paradise) was usually surrounded by
lighted candles. Inside the ring of
lights the play was enacted.

MINCE PIES
Mince pies are an old English custom.
When the Puritans in New England
tried to supplant Christmas with
Thanksgiving (and almost succeeded
for a time), they also transferred the
English Christmas dinner of ‘a bird’
and mince pie to their new feast day.
As a result the good puritans, very
much against their intentions, have
provided some of us, by a turn of
events, with a second Christmas
dinner each year (Thanksgiving and
Christmas).

In England, before the Reformation
a peculiar Christmas custom had
grown and rapidly spread through the
country. In honour of the Saviours’
humble birth, the mince pie was
made oblong in shape, representing
the manger, and sometimes on top
of the pie was placed a little figure of
the baby Jesus. The pie became very
much an object of devotion as well
as ‘part of the feast’. The ‘baby’ was
removed and the ‘manger’ was eaten.
After the Reformation, the Puritans
started a great and vehement outcry
against the mince pie. It was not the
pie itself which aroused uproar, but
its shape and the figure of the baby
Jesus. However, in their vigour they
did not give up on the issue and
directed their attack against the dish
itself. The battle of the mince pie
started and went on for many years.
The Puritans were convinced that to
eat a mince pie at Christmas was an

Christmas traditions
(continued from front page)

W HY IS IT that winter 
seems to come

around quicker with
each succeeding year? Unless
someone has invented a means by
which time is compressed without
me knowing, I can only presume
that this year has been reduced in
line with some obscure EC directive
that I've not been told about! This
particular season can mean so
many different things to each of us,
whether they are memories or
expectations. I believe the American description of Autumn as "Fall"
comes close to the truth - the bare trees, the cold, damp days and the
long nights can, for some intensify dormant feelings and emotions. With
this, however, comes the promise of regeneration, and the celebrations
at the end of the year (which after all date back to before the Christian
era) remind us that spring is not so far away!

This edition I thought it would be nice for you to see the faces behind
the voices which answer your questions when you ring the department.
I therefore managed to get 99% of the department together for a
photograph. Only one escaped because of a personal commitment - his
wedding anniversary. My colleagues have then given you a brief descrip-
tion about themselves to go with the photograph and this can be found
on page four.

The penultimate in the series about the Trustee board and the
committees can be found on page six. This edition is about the
Committee of Management. 

There has been a change to the Trustee board. Alick Stevenson has
retired from the Company. I would like to thank him for all his hard
work whilst serving as a Trustee.

Terry and I were fortunate to meet members of the ICL Double majori-
ty club as we were invited to their AGM.  It was a most enjoyable evening
and we were made to feel most welcome. It was good to get personal
feedback on the Diary. Thank you for inviting us. Due to lack of space in
this issue a report of the meeting will be published in the next issue of
Diary.

As you may have read in the newspapers recently Nortel has merged
with Bay Networks and now trades as Nortel Networks. The name of the
Pension Fund remains Nortel (UK) Pension Plan at this time.

I will be spending a quiet and traditional Christmas with my family in
Norfolk (with not a firework to be seen anywhere!). I wish you all every-
thing you want for the holiday season and an uncomplicated New Year.
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abomination, idolatry, superstition
and popish observance. The Catholics
and Anglicans immediately rose to
the defence of this cherished dish.

By the end of the seventh century
the pie was made round like most
today, the figure of the child had dis-
appeared and, after the smoke of the
battle cleared away, both parties
were happy with their respective
victories.

BOXING DAY
The word ‘Boxing Day’ to most people
is simply the day after Christmas.
There are a number of theories
behind ‘Boxing Day’. Some think it is
derived from the alms-boxes in parish
churches which were opened, and
their contents distributed to the
needy, on the day after Christmas Day.
Other people connect it to earthen-
ware boxes which apprentices would
have worn around their necks
collecting money from their master’s
customers. Many people have their
own idea of what the name Boxing
Day originally meant. The Real name
of December 26th, is of course, St
Stephen’s Day. St Stephen, the first
Christian martyr, was traditionally
connected with horses, though why
is not so clear. It seems probable that
he inherited it from earlier pagan
rituals of the season, or borrowed it
from a later Swedish saint of the
same name who was reputed to love
horses. In several North European
countries ceremonial rides and
horse-races took place on December
26th and in some, including England,
horses were then bled to preserve
their health. It is still customary in
fox-hunting districts for a meet to be
held on Boxing Day.

For most people these days Boxing
Day is a time to relax and get in touch
with old friends and family.

CHRISTMAS FACTS 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD
Christmas is celebrated in many
different ways around the world incorp-
orating family or country traditions. 

CHRISTMAS IN CANADA
� In Labrador, turnips are saved

from the summer harvest and are
given to children, with a lighted
candle pushed into a hollowed
out hole.

� In Nova Scotia, a province settled
by Scottish highlanders, songs and
carols brought from Great Britain
two centuries ago are sung each
Christmas morning.

CHRISTMAS IN ITALY
� At noon on Christmas day the Pope

gives his blessing to crowds
gathered in the huge Vatican square

� Presents and empty boxes are
drawn from the Urn of Fate. There
is also a lucky dip, which always
contains one gift per person. By
twilight, candles are lit around the
family crib (Presipi), prayers are
said, and children recite poems.

CHRISTMAS IN NORWAY
� Norwegian children always

remember a little gnome called
Nisse at Christmas. He guards all
the farm animals and he plays
tricks on the children if they
forget to place a bowl of special
porridge for him.

� A favourite holiday treat is called a
sand kagfer which is made by
mixing two cups of butter and
sugar, four cups of flour and one
cup of chopped almonds. This is
then pressed into a tin, baked
until golden brown and finally cut
in squares.

CHRISTMAS IN ETHIOPIA
� The Ethiopian Christmas is known

as Ganna and is celebrated on 7th
January. This celebration takes
place in ancient churches carved
from solid volcanic rock and also
in modern churches that are
designed in three concentric circles.
Men and boys sit separately from
girls and women. Also the choir
sings from outside the circle.

� People receive candles as they
enter the church. After lighting
the candles, everyone walks
around the church three times,
then stands throughout the mass,
which may last up to three hours.

CHRISTMAS RECIPES
Christmas Nut Roll – a Hungarian recipe

Pastry

300g plain flour
200g butter
25g yeast

2 egg yolks
4 tablespoons of milk

a pinch of salt

Filling

300-375g ground walnuts
5 tablespoons milk

250g sugar
4 tablespoons of sultanas

75g butter

� Crumble the flour and butter
together in a bowl

� Make a well in the centre, add to it
the sugar, salt and egg yolks then mix

� Dissolve the yeast in four
tablespoons of warm milk, add to
the mixture in the bowl. Work the
dough well until smooth

� Shape it into two loaves and let
them rest for 30 minutes. In the
meantime prepare the filling

continued on page 5



● YOUR PENSIONS TEAM

Norma Bowles - Pensions 

Administration Manager

I am responsible for the overall admin-
istration of the Plan. This includes the
calculations and ill-health retirements.
I serve on the Consultative Committee
and Committee of Management in
this role. I have been with the depart-
ment for nearly 10 years.

Michael Cater (Not pictured)

Systems Manager

I have just completed 20 years’ service
with Nortel. I joined the then STC
pensions department in 1978. Initially
I was involved in administration but
with the evolvement of computer
based record keeping and calculations
I moved to the systems area in 1983.
My responsibilities involve the
maintenance, with Andrew Love, of the
pensions core system, management
and development of all systems
within the department.

Terry Faulkner - Director Pensions 

& Benefits Europe

Joined in October 1990, Terry is
Secretary to the Trustee Board and
Director of Pensions and Benefits,
Europe. He is a Fellow of the Pensions
Management Institiute and Council
member of the National Association of
Pension Funds. In his spare time he
is Chair of a local school, a local Out
of School Club and an OPAS adviser.

Jane Hudson - Secretary

I provide the Secretarial support to
the Administration Team. I am also
responsible for co-ordinating our
sister publication, Pension Times,
which is distributed annually to

employees. I will be celebrating 10
years with the department next year.

Andrew Love - Pensions Officer

My current role is Pensions Officer
covering both the Administration
with Norma Bowles and Pension
Systems with Mike Cater. I originally
joined STC and have now been with
the company 17 years. I am a keen
Tottenham supporter.

Ying Mak – Pensions Officer 

I am the newest member of our Depart-
ment, having joined in September. I
have worked in the pensions
industry for a number of years. 

Karen Malyali – Pensions Officer

I worked in Pensions Administration
for four years and left in 1992 shortly
before the birth of my first child. I
have now returned to work for the
Department but this time from
home dealing with the reviews
because of the pensions mis-selling.

Kay McConville – Pensions Officer

I am responsible for calculating all
benefits for a specific alphabetical
section of the Plan membership,
currently some 42,000, which includes
joiners and leavers as well as new
pensioners/dependants. I also look
after the Group Life Insurance policy
and the day-to-day administration of
the Additional Voluntary Contribution
(AVC) scheme, which is available to
all current members. I am a member
of the Quarter Century Club, having
been with STC/Nortel for 29 years –
14 of which have been spent in the
pensions department – and look
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INTRODUCING YOUR
PENSIONS TEAM

forward to calculating my own
benefit and joining you as a recipi-
ent of a pension rather than an
employee!

Lyn Murton – Secretary

I have been with the Company just
over 17 years. I provide secretarial
support to Terry Faulkner, Director
Pensions & Benefits Europe.

Laura Newbury – Pensions 

Payroll Manager

I have now been with the depart-
ment for three and a half years
having previously worked for one
of the four major clearing banks.
My initial role was that of Financial
Analyst and I only assumed my
present role 18 months ago. I am
also the editor of Diary. 

Hema Patel – Financial Analyst

I joined the Department in
November last year as Financial
Analyst in the accounts section. I
am currently studying for my
accountancy exams.

Alison Rawlings – Pensions Officer 

I transferred into the Pension’s
Department in November 1997 from
the Payroll Department where I
worked for six years. Luckily, I was
given the chance to learn new skills
and I am currently undergoing
training to deal with all aspects of
Pension Administration – which is
mind blowing although enjoyable. 

Roger Smith – Pension Fund Accountant

I am the Pension Fund Accountant
and Compliance Officer. In my first



role, I am responsible for the
accounting records of the Pension
Plan and production of quarterly and
annual accounts for the Trustee
Board. In my second role, I am
responsible for overseeing the
compliance of Pension Plan activity
with relevant laws. I have been with
the Company since 1974, commencing
with STC at New Southgate.

David Wilkinson – Senior 

Financial Analyst

I work in the accounts section of the
Pensions Department where my
main responsibilities include annual
budgeting and monthly variance
analysis, cash flow forecasts, produc-
ing quarterly management accounts
for the Trustee Board and our
statuary annual accounts. I also look
after the Employee Personal
Accident Policy when I have my
benefits hat on.

I have been with the Pensions
Department for eight years now but
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� Heat the sugar and milk, add the
nuts, stir over low heat for a few
minutes. Take it off the heat, beat
in the butter and sultanas and let
them cool

� Roll out the two loaves of pastry to
knife thickness into a rectangular
shape. Spread half the filling on
each rectangle

� Roll up each piece like a swiss roll
� Place them on a greased baking

sheet and let them stand for 10
minutes

� Brush them over with egg white
� Bake in a hot oven for 30-40 minutes
� Cool rolls and store
� Serve sliced into one cm thickness

Torte Vigilia Di Natale – Traditionally served

on Christmas Eve in Italy

1 cup of water
1cup of Sultanas

1/4 cup of chopped walnuts
1/4 cup of chopped almonds

1 cup of sugar
1/2 cup of butter/margarine

1 egg
2 teaspoons of vanilla

1 teaspoon of baking powder
1/2 cup of sifted flour

� Mix together the water, sultanas,
walnuts and almonds in a
saucepan and bring to the boil

� Reduce heat, simmer for five
minutes and cool

� Cream butter and sugar

� Add egg and beat well
� Add vanilla then add sifted flour

and baking powder to a creamed
mixture

� Add fruit mixture and blend
thoroughly

� Pour into well buttered 20cm
square tin

� Bake at 180 degrees centigrade
for 30 minutes

It would great to hear of any ‘Easter’

Traditions you may have which would

be of interest to other readers!

CHRISTMAS RECIPES
continued from page 3

with Nortel/STC for 33 years where I
have spent most of my career in
various divisional and HQ account-
ing functions. I also spent some five
of these years with ICL  working in

their Overseas Accounts Department
(based in London) before returning
to the fold. I have recently been
invited to join the New Southgate
Quarter Century Club Committee.

Backrow: David Wilkinson, Andrew Love, Kay McConville, Jane Hudson, Ying Mak, Karen Malyali, 
Hema Patel, Norma Bowles, Terry Faulkner
Front Row: Alison Rawlings, Lyn Murton, Roger Smith, Laura Newbury



116

● NEWS

I N THIS EDITION of Diary, I
would like to talk about the
Committee of Management

and how it operates. This Committee
has full delegated powers to exercise
discretions and form opinions on
behalf of the Trustee Board.

The Committee meets quarterly
and itself has a Sub-Committee so
that some urgent decisions can be
taken between the quarterly
meetings. The composition of the
Committee and its sSub-Committees
is as follows:

Committee of Management
Director of Trustee Company
(Chairman)
3 other directors of the Trustee
Company
2 Nortel representatives
1 representative from the
Consultative Committee
Sub-Committee
2 directors of the Trustee
Company
1 Nortel representative

A typical meeting of the Committee
of Management would review the
minutes of the previous meeting and
deal with any matters arising.
Membership movements, contributing
members, pensioners and deferred
pensioners would be reviewed, along
with the discretions exercised on
death in service lump sum payments
and incapacity retirement requests.
Receipts and payments are discussed,
as is an analysis of the work under-
taken by the pensions department in
the period. This analysis shows the
number of deaths, retirements,
quotations, transfers in and transfers
out dealt with. The time taken to
complete benefit calculations and
payments would be analysed and
compared to the Service Level

Agreement adopted by the Trustee.
Any staffing issues would be raised at
these meetings.

Over many of the past quarters
this Committee has also been looking
at the volume of extra work created by
the Government's mis-selling review,
whereby some members were given
bad advice to opt out of the pension
plan or not to join. It was agreed
that a homeworker be employed to
deal with all requests from Insurance
companies thereby helping to settle
cases involving our plan as quickly as
possible.

Any changes in the way the plan
operates, e.g. the request to complete
Pensioners Identity Certificates, year
2000 compliance, would be discussed
here with a formal recommendation
to the Trustee Board. Changes or
potential changes in Government and
European legislation, which could
affect administration, are also debated
in this forum. The new Data Protection
Act, earmarking orders and potential
pension sharing on divorce as
examples, would be discussed so that
we are prepared for any changes in
practice and procedures, which may
occur. Pension case law would be
reviewed to ensure that any rulings
by the Pensions Ombudsman, which
could have a bearing on our
procedures, are examined, and where
necessary procedures are revised.

The Sub-Committee is involved
when necessary, to decide on the
beneficiary of any death in service
lump sum, or to form an opinion on
whether an application for ill-health
retirement fulfils the criteria, or
whether an employee who elects to
join the Plan after the eligibility
period should join on special terms.
This Sub-Committee has guidelines
laid down by the Committee of
Management and the Committee at

its  meetings reviews these decisions. 
There is an Internal Disputes

Resolution Procedure which can
resolve any disputes which Pensions
Department cannot settle, with the
Committee of Management then the
Trustee Board being involved in
resolving issues. If the issue is still not
resolved, members can then approach
OPAS and the Pensions Ombudsman,
both external organisations.

In summary, this Committee takes
a detailed review of administration on
behalf of the Trustee, and its minutes
are reviewed and questioned by the
Trustee at each of its subsequent
meetings.

Kenneth Gardener
Chairman, Northern Telecom (UK) 
Pension Trust Limited

Committee of Management

Art AwardsArt Awards
We have been informed
that Mr James Bourke was
awarded a Highly
Commended certificate for
his submission in the Art
Awards for the over 60s.
Congratulations!
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W HILE NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN

was visiting Munich in
1938 and returning with

the ‘peace in our time’ message, the
British Intelligence Services were
preparing themselves for war. They
sought out an ornate Victorian
mansion in Buckinghamshire, once the
home of wealthy financier and MP Sir
Herbert Leon, and established it as a
new operational base. Thus, in 1939,
the Government Code and Cipher
School came to Bletchley Park which
became known as War Station X, BP,
The Park and various other pseudo-
nyms. Code-breaking operations
rapidly built up and, as early as 1942,
Bletchley Park was reading some 4,000
German high grade signals per day.
Eventually their success was such that
it was said to have shortened the war
by two years.

In 1939 under 100 staff were
employed but by 1944 these numbers
had risen to over 12,000 including
some household names such as Alan
Turing, Tom Flowers and Bill Tutte.

To accommodate all the activities, the
site developed with the addition of many
‘huts’ and other buildings constructed
in typical War Department styles. There
are also some tennis courts built on
the specific instructions of Winston
Churchill for staff recreation.

With the cessation of hostilities, much
of the site changed over to training
facilities for the GPO (now British
Telecom) and the Civil Aviation Authority
although the intelligence services
maintained an association until 1987.
In 1991 the landlords announced their
intention of selling the site for re-
development and the Bletchley Park
Trust was formed to secure the historic
site, recreate the atmosphere of
Bletchley Park and establish a study
centre for related topics.

One of the most remarkable facts

about Bletchley Park was the culture of
secrecy that prevailed amongst all the
staff. It was 30 years before any infor-
mation started to become available but
much important detail had been
destroyed immediately after the war.

The establishment of the study centre
is now progressing well and exhibits
are dedicated to, amongst other things,
aircraft recovery, radar and electronics
computers, cinema projectors, a toy
collection, model railways, Churchill
memorabilia and many other things.

Those of you who served with Creed
and Co. Ltd. may be interested to know
that we are negotiating for the contents
of the Creed Museum, currently being
stored in the Nortel Archives to go to
Bletchley Park and be re-established as
a display in honour of F. G. Creed.
This is planned to take place in one
year’s time.

Perhaps the most absorbing items
in the study centre are the Cryptology
Trail with German cipher machines
and the re-built Colossus computer,
which some would claim was the
world’s first electronic computer, built

to decrypt the outputs of the Lorenz
telegraphic cipher machine.

Work is now in hand to build a replica
of the Turing Bombe, an electro-
mechanical aid to decrypt the output
of the famous Enigma machines which
were the precursors of the Lorenz
system. Nortel Networks is a major
sponsor. Fortunately a set of drawings
of the Bombe exists but a very large
amount of work is involved in converting
them into usable form, in manufacturing
specialist items and in locating sources
of proprietary components used in the
construction, many of which were
from British Tabulating Machine (BTM)
and GPO (largely manufactured by
STC) catalogues of the time.

John Harper, now a Nortel Pensioner,
is Project Manager and he is being
assisted by a team of willing helpers
from ICL in transferring the drawings
to a modern computer-aided design
version and some STL pensioners who
are copying the original ‘blueprints’,
which are very light sensitive, so that
they may form the basis of the

BRITAIN’S BEST KEPT SECRET

continued on page 10

Backrow: Brian Prosser, Geoff White, Tony Jessop, Clifford Gilbert, Stuart Heeks, 
Front Row: Geoff Gurnett, Geoff Dawson, Ken Darton, Vi Maile, Chris Carter Ziggy and Arthur Mechen
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● LETTERS Dear 
Dear Diary
I’m in the process of clearing out
many years of hoarding prior to
moving and came across the
enclosed photographs.
The largest photo is a group of S &
M folk of New Southgate enjoying an
outing. The year I guess was 1935.
Unfortunately I cannot recall the
occasion although I must have been
with them as I am in the photo the
young lad in the back row, in line
with the last side window of the
coach. I’m now in my 80s so
whether there are many others still
around, I wouldn’t like to guess.
The other photos are of the Harlow
Rectifiers Division, The Fire Brigade,
a training session and part of the
Fire Station and a photo taken by me
sometime in the 1960s at a guess.

● Bill Attwood – Hertfordshire

Diary...

Dear Diary
I have been meaning to write and
say how I enjoyed working at Foots
Cray K.B’s. It was about 1937 – I
started, I worked on TV then, we had
the 9 inch round tube in a closed
cabinet with protection lid to front. I
still have two radios in perfect working
order, serial no: 06701 or 7, a KB B10,
serial no: 00270. I married George
Thompson who was production
Officer in 1944 while there. Sadly he
passed away some time ago. I also
arranged two football teams for 35
years until too ill to carry on. In all,
going back three times, I worked
there for 25 years. I remember the
great fete that was advertised for
miles around, the free film shows on
Sunday afternoon and free swimming
at Eltham Baths where George taught
my two children to swim. There were
so many lovely people to work with
– we worked hard but thoroughly
enjoyed it. I could name lots of
people, but I am sure they will read
this in your lovely Diary, which I
enjoy reading. From TV and radio it
was bomb timers and then hearing
aids. I still have an ITT TV from 1979.
Still perfect.

● M Thompson - Kent

Dear Diary
Do any of our readers from New
Southgate, North Woolwich and
Connaught House during the years
1934 to 1964 inclusive remember
George Hall, a former New Southgate
apprentice during the years 1934 to
1939. Your letters and reminiscences
will be welcome and answered. I can
be contacted at the following
address:

● George Hall - Westkapellelaan 88,
2554 AZ The Hague, Netherlands,
Tel: 00-31-70-3230281
E-mail: amigo@jocko.demon.nl
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Dear Diary
I entered the story class of the Nortel Diary
Pet Competition and in June received
£10.00 as I had been awarded first prize for
my story of Freddie – one of my cats.

I could have written a great deal more
about Freddie – he was a wonderful charac-

ter and it has occurred to
me you might be interest-
ed to see his photograph
taken three months after
he came to me. His right
leg is the wired and his left
eye had very little sight
following his accident but
as you can see, he kept
himself beautifully clean.
Incidentally this
photograph has been on

display in the vet’s waiting room – hence
the drawing pin holes.

● J T Davis - Warwick

Dear Diary
Some of the readers may remember
this monstrosity from the dark ages. If
it is at all possible to reproduce this
snap it should recall fond (and not so
fond) memories of the bygone age of
‘steam’ electronics.

I was one of the early
‘ungifted in electronics’
who was thrown to the
mercies of this piece of
equipment fondly known
as the ‘541 electronic
Multiplier’.

It could in a limited
way do just that, add two
and two or simply
multiply it, all driven by
valves mounted on a
chassis numbering, if I remember
rightly, 18 valves and their components
to each chassis. This was a bit of a
nightmare when faulty as you couldn’t
swap the chassis around to find the
fault so a scope was the order of the day.

I progressed onto this machine
after having looked after the 900 series

tabulators and such and it was
something of a gamble to send engineers
with no electronic experience onto the
machines of the future. The gamble
paid off in that the then more sophisti-

cated  series using small
turrets with just two valves
were introduced in the ‘542’
and ‘550’ calculators which I
also worked on.

A further gamble was taken
when the first ‘UNIVAAC’
1004 was introduced. One of
my colleagues in Sheffield,
whom I’m sure is remem-
bered by everyone, later
became the Manager for the
Wakefield area. One Ted

Laycock was set on this very sophisti-
cated, transistorised piece of logic to
see if its mysteries were within his scope
and he was successful and was quickly
followed by yours truly.

Despite our lack of deep electronic
knowledge, we both became successful
trouble shooters on the 1004 and, while

Ted progressed onto management, I
progressed onto the 1900 series and the
ME 29 working on magnetic peripherals.

A somewhat chequered sort of
service in computers which I thoroughly
enjoyed and which terminated in 1982
when I took early retirement. I finished
up in a security job at a large joinery
firm which needed security because of
their immense fire risk (I also served
as a retained fireman for 32 years).

Although I am now 73 I still do a
regular turn at work in that I work as a
Crown Court Observer for my son-in-
law’s firm of solicitors taking notes at
court cases, trials etc and providing a
service to the Barrister as a ‘gofer’.

There is still plenty of life after
retirement if one is prepared to get off
ones backside  and find it. I would like
to hear from any old friends who may
have moved away from this area.

● Arthur G Jakins MBE
Ex I.C.L WAK 01, 81 Driver Street
Woodhouse Mill, Sheffield S13 9WQ

Dear Diary
Quite recently I had surgery on my prostate. When you are an 80-
year-old, the prospect of entering hospital for an operation could
have caused me and my family a great deal of concern and worry.
However, I would like to say the Consultant Urological Surgeon and
the nursing staff displayed consideration and understanding. No
question was too simple, no request too much trouble. As far as
possible the whole attitude of the hospital staff was supportive and
helpful. The disappointment of not attending the Quarter Century
Club Reunion was unfortunate and not seeing the familiar faces from
the North Woolwich site. Regarding this operation which had been
explained to me differed in that the epidural anaesthetic (spinal)
didn’t take, so I was given a ‘General’. According to the other patients
in my ward, my after-effects brought a few laughs including myself
(when I was told). It appears that on returning to my bed, after a
short while, I sat up waving my arms and crying out “What’s going
on here?” I then laid down to more sleep. I have since borrowed a
book from the library titled ‘Prostate Problems’ by Jeremy Hammand
which gives a full description of this operation. 

To any future suffers I wish them Good Luck...OOCH!!

● RB Crowhurst - Gwent
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● TIPS

Composting of Kitchen and

Garden Waste

Some local authorities sell
composting containers at a
discount. At some local tips
there are composting 
facilities.
Good practice at landfill
sites prevents build-up of
methane. Old sites may not
have this provision. Many

RECYCLING TIPS
Many of you will have seen
on TV and in the newspapers
the ‘switch on’ of a re-build
of the first ever stored
program computer exactly
50 years after the original
event. This re-build was
done by a group of retired
engineers in Manchester
who are members of the
Computer Conservation

Society. The machine is now
housed in the Manchester
Museum of Science and
Industry and is suffering
from a lack of volunteer
demonstrators to show its
merits to the public. The
Museum is looking to make
up a team of ex-engineers
who could take over the
task on an occasional basis.
Training would be provided
and you would join a roster
according to your availability.

This is an ideal opportu-
nity for all you ‘oldies’ who
used valves and were at the
beginning of the Computer
age to show your mettle. If
you are interested, please
contact:
Jenny Wetton, Museum of
Science and Industry,
Liverpool Road, Castlefields
Manchester M3 4JP
Telephone 0161 832 2244

Ben Gunn

The ‘Baby’ Computer

white plastic type. A search is also in progress for STC
Selenium Rectifier Stacks Code H18-8-1 (80 volt, 60
mA). If any of you know of a likely source of any of
these, we should love to hear from you.

Meanwhile anyone seeking an interesting and differ-
ent day out for the family would be well advised to pay
a visit to Bletchley Park. It opens on alternate
weekends, Saturday and Sunday from 10.30am to
5.00pm (last entry 3.30pm) You can check opening
times by telephoning 01908 640404. Quite often there
will be added attractions such as vintage cars, fire
engines or army transport.

BRITAIN’S BEST KEPT SECRET
continued from page 7

County Councils or other
Waste Disposal Authorities
still dispose of waste in
landfill sites. This is
becoming increasingly
costly and this, of course,
affects your Council Tax.

L Coates, Hertfordshire
Please keep sending in

your recycling tips!

You may remember the
article in the Spring issue 
of Diary entitled The
Millennium Time Bomb. I am
now pleased to be able to
tell you that the computer
system that runs the
Pensions Department’s
monthly payroll and makes
your pension payments, CPX
Pensions Administration
and Payroll, has undergone

The Millennium
Bug Update

formal readiness
testing for Year 2000
compliance and has
successfully passed all
the reference tests. This
fits in with Nortel’s strate-
gy of all systems being fully
compliant by 5th October 1998.

Mike Cater – 
Pensions Systems Manager

Bletchley Park is located very near to Bletchley main
line railway station.

Vi Maile
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NEWS  ●

Another ICL Anthology –
More anecdotes and
recollections from the people
of ICL

This sequel to the first
ICL Anthology published in
1996 contains nearly 500
items contributed by a large
number of current and
former ICI people. The
earliest material  including
the industry’s first ever
anecdote – goes back to
Herman Hollerith’s machines
for the United States Census
of 1890. The most recent is
very suitably dated 1 April
1998. In between, there is
the familiar mixture of stories
about machines, saleman,
customers, engineers,
successes and disasters.

As before, there are chap-
ters on the British Tabulating

BOOK REVIEW
Company (‘Hollerith’)
Powers Samas, ICT in the
1960s, Elliott Automation,
Ferranti, LEO, English
Electric, Singer and ICL in
the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s.

Edited by Hamish
Carmichael, it is in paperback
format and is designed as a
companion volume to the
first Anthology.

If requesting a copy
please send a cheque made
payable to J W S Carmichael
and send it to Laidlaw Hicks
Publishers 63 Collingwood
Avenue, Tolworth, Subition
Surrey KT5 9PU. The price
is £12.50 for UK residents,
£13.50 for residents in
Europe and £16.50 for the
rest of the world (including
postage and packing).

If you would like more

Diary is produced especially for our pensioners by
Nortel (UK) Pension Plan. We try to fill the pages
with interesting and relevant information which
applies to you.

It is always helpful to receive letters and
articles each quarter but we do have to give a
deadline date. The next deadline will be Monday 1
February 1999 for the Diary to be dispatched in
March 1999.

Please write to: The Editor, NT Diary
PO Box 2291, London, W1A 1PG
Tel No: 0171 734 1141

If you have any queries relating to your pension,
please telephone or write to:

Nortel (UK) Pension Plan
Oakleigh Road South
New Southgate
London N11 1HB
Tel No: 0181 945 3472.

We look forward to receiving your letters 
and articles!

DIARY LETTERS AND ARTICLES

Birthdays
Congratulation to Stanley Francis who will be 103 years
old on the 14 December 1998. Since retiring at the age
of 65 he has spent his time first at Swalecliffe for a
number of years
and then at
Birchington, Kent.
Stanley is in good
health apart from
painful arthritic
knees. Everyone
who meets Stanley
can’t believe his
age. His family
thinks he is a
wonderful father,
grandfather and
great grandfather!

At the time of going to print we have been informed
that Stanley is seriously ill. We are all thinking of him
and his family.

than one copy
please telephone
Hamish
Carmichael to
arrange a
suitable cost
on: 0181 337
3176.
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● CROSSWORD

ANSWERS from our
Autumn crossword 

which appeared in Issue 55

Across Clues

1. Carollers (7)
4. Portable light for 

1 across? (7)
7. So be it! (4)
8. Twelve ..........  a leaping (5)
9. Game bird to be seen in

this tree (4)
10. These are packed with

goodies for Christmas (7)
14. And his cradle was a ...........

[Carol] (5)
15. Perfect (5)
16. Refreshing alternative 

to turkey and the 
trimmings (5)

19. Often to be seen on top of
the Christmas tree (5)

21. God rest  ......  
...... gentlemen [Carol] (2,5)

24. ................ (s), leave your
contemplations [Carol] (4)

25. Goes with ivy (5) 
26. ............ , thou ever blessed

morn! [Carol] (4)
27. Adages (7)
28. Shepherds, in the field 

........... [Carol] (7)

Down Clues

1. Famous waltz for gliders 
on ice (7)

2. ‘Christmas’ in France? (4)
3. Often fashioned in the 

garden, weather permitting! (7)
4. Goes with snakes (7)
5. Deep, and crisp , and

............. [Carol] (4)
6. Without opposition (2,5)
10. e.g. Christmas, Boxing, 

New Years (7)
11. Modern method of cooking

veggies etc (7)
12. Prepare this to sit and eat 

your Christmas fayre (5)
13. Start (5)
16. Husbands or wives (7)
17. Signs (7)
18. Primate (7)
20. Tasty festive sweetmeat (7)
22. Two of three sisters in famous

panto (4)
23. Those wise men from 

the East (4)

WINNER
Veronica Smith 

Bolton

Name:

Adress:

Telephone:

The deadline date for all crossword entries will be 
Monday 1 February 1998. The prize will be £10.00 for

the first correct entry picked out at random
Good Luck!
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LETTERS  ● 

13

On several occasions just
recently the Archives have
been asked for information
concerning the European
Engineering Department and
its activities in Connaught
House.

The department was
formed under the Western
Electric banner in 1922 by
Frank Gill (later Sir Frank)
who remained European
Chief Engineer until 1928
when he handed over to 
P E Erikson on becoming
Vice President of ITT.

It is believed that, apart
from offices within
Connaught House, the
department may have had
some laboratories dealing
with the various develop-
ments in long telephone
lines and the associated
test equipment. Certainly
many well-known names
seem to have served there.

Dr E M Deloraine in his

autobiography recalls A H
Reeves ‘playing’ with what
they called ‘Reeves bottles’
which were thought to be
for detecting strange
radiation. These bottles
were to be found in all
locations – on the roof or
deep in the earth!

Other names associated
with the department were 
J B Kaye, J P Johns, J Collard
and E K Sandeman.

It is known that much of
the research and develop-
ment activity moved to
Hendon when the laborato-
ries there were opened
around 1926. If you have any
experience or knowledge of
the European Engineering
Department around this
time we would very much
like to hear from you.

Vi Maile

Nortel Networks 

Harlow Laboratories

Can You Help?
IS THERE ANYBODY THERE?

If you have moved or for any other reason have lost
contact with the Quarter Century Club of which you are
eligible to be member, we would like to hear from you.

The Secretaries of the respective Chapters are at
present updating their circulation lists and are
concerned that you may not be receiving invitations
to the annual dinners to which you are entitled and
thus missing out on an enjoyable evening with your
past colleagues.

Should this be the case and you would like to
receive invitations to future events, you should contact
the Secretary of the Chapter from the addresses below
with your dates and locations of service. They can also
answer any questions which you may have.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Harlow – Components Group

Frank Blundell,
232 Carters Mead, Harlow, Essex CM17 9EX
Tel: 01279 416669

Harlow – STL

Vi Maile
Nortel plc, Harlow Laboratories, London Road
Harlow, Essex CM17 9NA
Tel: 01279 403617

New Southgate – Switching

Sandra Goddard (for Bill Hawes)
Nortel plc, Oakleigh Road South, New Southgate
London N11 1HB
Tel: 0181 945 2041

New Southgate – Transmission

Shirley Keeble
Nortel plc Harlow Laboratories, London Road, Harlow
Essex CM17 9NA
Tel: 01279 405416

Paignton

Michael Ford
Nortel Optoelectronics, Brixham Road, Paignton,
Devon TQ4 7BE
Tel: 01803 662077
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SOUTHAMPTON

Capell Trevor Francis 60, 17th
May 1998.

STC HOUSE 190 THE STRAND

Bryan Cyril Michael 74, 29th May
1998.

STEVENAGE

Holley Albert George 82, 18th
August 1998; Nicol John Cooper
77, 14th September 1998.

TREFOREST

Davies Olive Rosina 69, 16th
September 1998; Lewis Nancy
Rachel Mary 70, 19th August 1998. 

WINSFORD

Nicholson James Ernest 77, 19th
August 1998; Nott Catherine 82,
15th September 1998;

WREXHAM

Williams Kenneth George Daniel
79, 29th August 1998.

OTHER

Cunningham James Gerrard 86,
27th September 1998; Dickin

George Edward 91, 26th September
1998; George Marcella 13th
October 1998; Gilbert Horace 65,
18th August 1998; Hamilton John
Alexander 66, 17th October 1998;
Loader Mary Grace 77, 28th July
1998; Lomax George Hilton 83,
18th September 1998; Nicholson

Matthew Ormond 82, 5th
September 1998; Nowlan Frank
William John 79, 27th January
1998; Slatter Richard Cyril 70, 3rd
September 1998; Stammers

Michael Victor 79, 13th September
1998; Thornton Edward George
84, 30th April 1998.

CHANGE OF DETAILS
You may use this form to notify Pensions Payroll of any changes to your
payment instructions or address. The information you provide will also
automatically update the Diary mailing list. Send the completed form to:
Pensions Payroll, Nortel (UK) Pension Plan, Oakleigh Road South,
New Southgate, London N11 1HB.

Please note all changes of address and Bank details must be made in writing.
Changes of address only may be E-mailed to:  lnewbury@nortel.co.uk

Name:

Pension No: National Insurance No:

Date of Birth:

New Address:

Post Code:

Bank/Building Society Name & Address:

Post Code:

Account No:

Sort Code:

Signed:

Date:

Last date for Payroll Credited to
amendments run accounts

December 10th 11th 18th

January 8th 11th 18th

February 10th 11th 18th

March 10th 11th 18th

INFORMATION  ●

PAYROLL DATES
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● CONNECTIONS

DENTAL PLAN
CIGNA Healthcare (previously Norwich
Union) offer Nortel employees and
pensioners, a special rate for their
‘Teeth for Life’ dental plan. For £8.96
per person, per month (regardless of
age) you will enjoy a range of benefits
and generous allowances including
worldwide emergency cover. 

For a full information pack simply
ring freephone number 0800 313825
quoting ‘Nortel’.

Unfortunately this offer is only
currently available in the U.K.

HOTELS AND
ACCOMMODATION
The Stakis Hotel chain of over 50
hotels nationally are offering
pensioners a 10% discount off the
published brochure rates. For short
breaks and holidays Stakis offer
primarily 4 star accommodation and
facilities, with additional discounts
possible on many local attractions.

To make your booking or obtain a
brochure call 0990 909090 (Central
Reservations) Quoting NT. You
should produce your Nortel
Connections! Card at the hotel to
ensure discount. If you did not
receive your Card, please
telephone Laura Newbury on
0181 945 3472.

The Regal Hotel
Group are a collection
of almost 100 individual
hotels located through-
out the UK from
Edinburgh to Cornwall,
all within easy access of
major road and rail
networks. 

Their Leisure Options brochure
details the range of special breaks
that can be enjoyed in both town
and country. For any break for two
people for two nights or more Regal
offer Nortel pensioners a 10%
discount off the brochure package
price (this discount also applies to
all non-inclusive  food/drinks etc). 

To obtain your brochure and enjoy
your discount, all bookings must be
made from the central reservation
number on 0345 334400 quoting
reference number 'NORT 001'.

The discount does not apply to
special reduced price offers
advertised by the Regal Group from
time to time, typically in national
newspapers.

DAY TRIPS AND 
HOLIDAYS ABROAD
The Travel Market (commonly
referred to as the Ferry Club) offers
a range of overseas trips from one

day hops to stock up on beer and
wine, or longer holidays to unwind and
soak up the continental atmosphere
- the choice is yours. A private concern,
The Travel Market provides breaks
through companies such as P&O/Stena,
Hoverspeed, Eurotunnel, Eurostar
and a range of others. Current annual
membership is £6.00, five-year
membership £25.00.

Simply phone 01304 213533 for
details. 

BALLOONING 
OVER BRITAIN
Take to the skies and fulfil a life long
ambition, floating over an area near
you. Balloons Over Britain is a nation
wide group of hot air ballon flight
companies.You can buy a 12-month
valid balloon flight gift voucher for
birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas
etc, or just go on and spoil yourself.
Flights last about an hour but you

should allow about 3 1/2
hours for the whole

experience. Flights
are made shortly
after dawn or in
the evening in
the hours before
sunset.

Balloons Over
Britain have over
60 take-off sites

spread over the
whole of the

country, including
Scotland, Northern

Ireland and flights
over London too! This

special nationwide price is £115.00
Call 0800 851 871 for your nearest
office quoting NORTEL ref:
BOB/1998 – available until 31
December 1998.

Published by Nortel (UK) Pension Plan, Oakleigh Road South, New Southgate, London.
Produced by Gracey Richardson, London and printed by Westfield Associates, London. 


