





VISITORS WITH DISABILITIES

The National Trust welcomes visitors
with disabilities and also those assist-
ed with dogs provided they are on a
harness. Most properties have a
good degree of access,and provide
manual wheelchairs. The majority of
properties have adapted WCs. Self-
drive and volunteer-driven
multi-seater powered buggies are
available free at some larger gardens
and parks. (The National Trust
regrets that powered vehicles are
rarely allowed in historic buildings.)

SOME FACTS
% The companion of a severely
disabled or visually impaired
visitor is given free admission on
request to properties which
charge for entry.
% The Trust provides most guide
books in Braille and in large print.
% Audio loops are available at some
properties to assist hearing-aid
users and the ‘Sympathetic
Hearing Scheme’ is widely used.
The Trust publishes a free annual 64-
page booklet which describes access
at the majority of its properties. It is
produced in standard and large
print, on audio loop and some
sections will be produced in Braille
on request. The booklet is available
from Trust properties or by post
from The National Trust membership
department, Freepost MB1438,
Bromley, Kent BR1 3BR.

GARDEN EVENTS FOR 1999

For the inspired green-fingered
visitor there are fascinating places
and events for gardeners and garden
lovers. ‘Meet the gardener’ events
and guided walks are generally held
later in the autumn and you can ask
guestions and get tips on your own
garden. ‘Apple days’ also take place
and you will be able to taste vintage
cider and see rare types of apples.
Thanks to support from Gordon’s

Gin, there will be a special series of
five ‘Meet the Gardener’ events in
the summer, which will also include
an opportunity to discover the
secrets of junipers, gin-making and
handy hints on how to serve the
perfect gin and tonic.

ADULT LEARNERS
The National Trust runs programmes
for you to learn new skills and

organises evenings of music or litera-

ture. These events aim to provide
inspiration, enjoyment and learning
opportunities for visitors.
Programmes have been set up all
over the country. Below are some
examples of programmes that may
be set up in your area:

% educational walks;

% painting and drawing days;

% identifying snails;

Alfriston Clergy House, East Sussex
— Photograph taken by Andrew
Butler on behalf of The National

Trust Photographic Library

OUT & ABOUT

% back to nature — exploring nature
for grown-ups;
% paint the peacocks.

We would be very interested to
receive articles or items on your
experiences of National Trust homes
or gardens you have visited (good or
bad) to share them with other Diary
readers.

For written details about events
telephone the National Trust on
0181 315 1111.
(Callers will be advised of postage
rates for individual information on
leaflets and booklets.) For computer
buffs you can look up the National
Trust website at
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Chartwell, Kent, a group of
people learning how to draw at
the Adult Learners Day —
Photograph taken by David
Levenson on behalf of The
National Trust Photographic
Library.







DINNER

THE HARLOW QUARTER CENTURY CLUB

Components Group Chapter Annual Dinner 1999

1999 had been a

date long anticipat-
ed by 216 members of the
Harlow Quarter Century
Club Components Group
Chapter, for their 35th
Annual dinner, which was
held in the Nortel Networks
Harlow Restaurant.

The evening and started
off with a drinks reception
during which members
were pleased to discover
that Charlie Brown, a past
president of the Club and
George Scott had travelled
from Devon to meet their
old colleagues and that other
members had also travelled
considerable distances to
be there.

After an excellent and
well-serverd dinner, the
President of the Chapter,
Dave Smith, was able to
present 15 new members
with gifts — ties for the men
and scarves for the ladies.

Dave Smith said that as
this was their 35th anniver-
sary, it was appropriate to

give the members present
some background details as
to how and why the Quarter
Century Club dinners started.
In the words of the time, the
dinners were to promote,
renew and continue the
friendships and fellowship of
employees of the company
and to perpetuate the
traditions and memories of
these associations.

The inaugural dinner in
England was held on 14
October 1955 at the East Ham
Town Hall. Dave was able
to produce a photograph of
this event, which pensioners
had not been invited to. The
Components Chapter’s first
dinner was held in 1964
with George Eastel presiding.
Sadly George had recently
passed away.

Among the guests at this
year’s dinner were Gordon
Harris, Director, Real Estate
Facilities (UK South), who
gave a brief speech on how
the new Nortel Networks
was operating. He thanked
the restaurant staff for the

excellent dinner and service
and said that he was sorry
that the Restaurant Manager,
Malcolm Napier, was unable
to be present but that at
that moment he was skiing
in Canada. In May Malcolm
would complete 46 years’
service with the company
and was retiring.

Gordon then reminded
those present that he and
the Chapter Secretary, Frank
Blundell, had started work
with the company at the
same time and reminisced
about their early days

together. He took the
opportunity to present Frank
with a sculpture to remind
him of his prowess on the
football field over the years.
A presentation of a
bottle of wine was made to
Fred Watts to celebrate his
forthcoming golden wedding.
It was then time for the
assembled company to
catch up with the news and
activities of all their ex-
colleagues before catching
the coach to return home.

Frank Blundell
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departments without filling in endless
forms. In the UK, both the previous
government and this one have been
trying to provide this kind of ‘joined-
up electronic government’, but have
not got as far as the Canadians.

The other thing that impressed all of
us was that in some of the Canadian
Provinces you can surf the Internet
at 10 megabits per second, about 20

times faster than in the UK, at a cost
of £18.00 per month. | find that a lot
of my contemporaries, who have
recently started surfing the Internet
and sending e-mails to children or
grandchildren in other parts of the
world, get fed up with the ‘World
Wide Wait’, the slowness of informa-
tion coming down to their screens.

I am afraid they will have to wait

another year before the UK telecom
companies catch up with the speed
of the Canadians.

Nortel Networks supplies much of
the equipment to make these higher
speeds possible. So, although | never
worked for Nortel Networks or STC,
| felt pleased, by the end of the trip,
to be a Nortel pensioner.






and Sausages!

towers in the town, the Moot Hall
dating from the 14th and 15th
centuries and a 14th century gaol. All
made for an interesting visit. After
this we sought out Hadrian’s Wall. As
you will know there are many parts
of the wall which one can visit and
we chose The Chesters with its
Roman fort and museum set in
wooded valleys. The substantial
visible remains include the famous
bath house which is one of the best
preserved along the line of the wall.

The photographers of the party
were in their element with so much
to record to take back home and
remind them of the visit.

Then it was off again as the coach
wound its way through breathtaking
countryside and historic villages. It
being spring time, there were the
proverbial ‘hosts of golden daffodils’
and fields full of sheep with their new
lambs which brought out maternal
feelings in many of the ladies of the
party.

Our destination was Cragside,
which we arrived at through a very
impressive entrance. This however, did
not prepare us for the magnificence
of the great Victorian estate that we
were about to see.

Cragside is said to have been ‘a
house before its time’. It was built in
1880 by the first Lord Armstrong
who was a prolific inventor not only
of armaments, for which he is mostly
remembered, but also hydraulic and
electric devices. Situated on a bare
and rugged hillside above Rothbury
the house had hot and cold running
water, central heating, fire alarms,
telephones, a Turkish bath suite and
a passenger lift. It was the first house
ever to be lit by hydro-electricity.
Today it is a pleasure to learn that

the vast majority of the furnishings
are still the originals. To see scientific
apparatus, ceramics, sculpture,
paintings and personal items
displayed throughout the 30 rooms
is an overwhelming experience. The
drawing room contains a marble
fireplace weighing 10 tons, again the
party began to ask how it was
assembled and who does the dusting?

Cragside is proud of the fact that
seven million trees and bushes were
planted to cover the bare hillside.
There are also over 30 miles of
footpaths including a lakeside walk.
One route to explore is the ‘power
circuit’ walk which gives one an idea
of Lord Armstrong’s interest in water
power. The restored hydraulic and
hydro-electric machinery is on show.
For this reason alone, Cragside is worth
a visit if you are ever in the area.

On the final day of our break,
many of the party had an important
mission before leaving Bamburgh.
This was a visit to the local butcher to
pick up a supply of his Northumbrian
sausages, for which he has won many
prizes and which had been such a
feature of the hotel breakfasts.

We made the most of the rest of
the day by visiting Belsay Hall, Castle
and Gardens. Belsay Hall surprised
many of us. As you enter a neo-classical
hall with its feeling of ancient Greek
architecture you are confronted with
very large ‘blow-ups’ with strange
sounding names that most of us are
still trying to work out. To cap it all,
when we entered the dining room
12 mechanical dogs were barking and
straining on their chains from small
tin kennels (see picture). Although
quite amusing we felt we could not
afford to buy this souvenir priced at
a modest £4,250.00!

NORTEL

There were no more surprises here,
just the pleasure of being able to walk
through the formal gardens where
colour was just beginning to show.
The winter garden has a sunken
croquet lawn bordered by a wall
covered with clematis and the quarry
gardens with very tall trees and leafy
ferns. The pathway through towering
cliffs had a feeling of serenity and the
sandstone gorge give rise to lighting
effects which again gave many photo
opportunities.

Despite the fact that, after all the
walking around the various attractions
we were still not quite ready to return
home. We stopped at the Metro
Centre, the vast shopping complex in
Gateshead, to make use of any
spending money remaining and another
photo stop at Anthony Gormley’s
‘Angel of the North’ statue before
letting the coach return us to Harlow.

Four days was not long enough to
see the delights and treasures
Northumberland has a to offer, even
four weeks would not be sufficient.
There are said to be 21 castles to visit,
after all Northumberland is known as
the ‘castle county’ of England. There
are also connections with Captain Cook
and, in more recent times, Catherine
Cookson, literally something for all
tastes and interests.

Perhaps we should start to plan
another visit!

Vi Maile



LETTERS

Dear Diary

Peter Briggs refers to the changes
from punched cards to computers in
the early fifties in the Spring edition
of Diary and has brought back some
interesting memories.

He states that multiplication was
beyond punched card machines
because of the large number of steps
required and also the switching
speed of relays could not keep up.

The British Tabulating Machine
Company did however achieve
multiplication on punched card
machines with the introduction of
the 504 Multiplier and later with the
506 Multiplier which was a converted
Bull machine. The important thing
about these machines was that they
would calculate the old pounds,
shillings and pence!

The 504 was a large machine and
had a tabulator type feed, nine sterling
eleven wheel counters and a flat bed

504 Sterling Multiplier showing the
plug board, cam contacts and
sterling drums.

punched card output. In between
were banks of MSM (milli-second-
multi) Relays and much more which
contributed to the calculation.

The first 504 Multiplier (a prototype)
was installed by Norman Hedges and
Len Burrell at British Sugar Corporation
Bury St. Edmunds in 1950 and was
moved to British Sugar’s new offices
in Peterborough the following year
where | was the resident engineer.

Harold Field and myself were
trained on the 504 at the Engineering
Training School located at Hollerith
House, Germon Road, Letchworth in
those days.

This machine was a two beat
machine, which was quite an
achievement in those days and would
be reading in the next card for
calculation as the previous card was
being punched with answers.

Further machines were built and |

504 Multiplier, front view showing
6 of the 11 wheel sterling counters
and banks of high speed
milli-second multi relays.

recall helping out at Baker Perkins,
Peterborough and Guest Keen and
Nettlefolds in Birmingham.
Regarding the 541 electronic
Multiplier I installed machine number
2 at British Sugar Corporation
Peterborough and its code name was
BEM9. The 237 gang punch, input/
output for the 541 had an extra
sensing station built in and was
driven by an extended gear box.
These early extended gearbox
machines suffered from a strain on the
‘Geneva’ gears and breakages were
frequent. Jack Herbert from Number
1 Factory contributed to improvements.
Dougie Maycock and | hold the
record for changing Geneva gears
and the record stands at 17 minutes!
The advent of the 541 saw the end
of the electro-mechanical Multiplier.

John Bennett — Bedford

Left, myself John Bennett and right
Harold (Bill) Field at The Engineer’s
Training School, 1951.



Dear Diary

| am sure there are quite a few of
you who will remember Barty and
Madge — the well known duo in the
telephone exchange at Foots Cray.
They both left in May 1971, when
they had both reached pensionable
age and | took over from Barty as
Telephone Supervisor.

We have all remained close friends
ever since. The photograph of Barty
and Madge is taken on Barty’s 90th
Birthday in May 1998. It was a
surprise reunion for Barty and she
was so pleased to see Madge after a
long separation because Madge
moved to Broadstairs after her retire-
ment. There must have been some
ears burning that day because we
spent about three hours reminiscing
about their days at Foots Cray.

Barty lives at Eltham and is keeping
very well. She still goes out to her
shopping and still dance given the
opportunity!

Madge still lives at Broadstairs and
is keeping very well. Sadly she lost
‘her’ Norman three years ago but
she realises that life has to go on.

We all love reading about people
who were at Foots Cray when we were
there and that of course includes
Monty Smith and his nostalgic articles.

Rosemary Smith — Southminster

LETTERS

Dear Diary

It is not often a dream comes true,
well, the fact is, mine has in the way
of a famous radio, the KB Kitten. The
owner of this radio has given me first
choice, in the light of me being
involved with packing and shipment
these radios back in 1930. For me that
now makes up the pair, the KB Pup
and now the KB Kitten. What a prize

after all those years!
This all came about when Jack

Kearns wrote to me in reference to my letter printed in Diary. He wrote
about being with Powers-Samas Accounting Machines in 1947 and then
went on to better things. One thing led to another, and he told me
about his friend Phil Rosen, another radio collector. He has more old
radios on one shelf than | have all told. As we collectors say it’s a fascinat-
ing hobby due to the different makes, sizes and designs. It is
unbelievable how many types there are, but at a price. The thrill of
getting the model you want is great! That is how | feel now owning the
KB Kitten. Some love cars, we love radios!

Many thanks to Jack Kearns and Phil Rosen for your kind help and

interest.

The photograph is of the radio which was featured alongside my
article back in issue 54. The only difference is, the radio is now mine!

Monty Smith — Foots Cray

Dear Diary

The Hollerith installation at Station X
I was particularly interested in the
recent television series entitled
‘Station X’ as | worked at Bletchley
from early 1942-1946 in the Hollerith
section set up in Hut 7 by Freddie
Freeborn in 1940.

This grew from a very small instal-
lation to become possibly the largest
punched card set up in Europe,
employing over 500 people at its
peak. We outgrew Hut 7 and moved
to Block C to give us the room to
accommodate the increasing demands
for our services. The value of its close
support to the code-breakers can be
judged from the fact that letter Turing
wrote to the prime minister in
October 1941, pleading for more staff
to be posted to Bletchley, specifically

referred to the needs of Hut 7 if the
breaking of the Naval Enigma keys
was to be achieved on a timely basis.

The code-breakers rightly deserve
the greatest possible credit for their
tremendous achievements, but it was
surprising that although mention
was made of several of the support
services, nothing was said about the
Hollerith section in Hut 7.

Whilst failure to read Naval Enigma
messages was the greatest threat to
our survival, there were many other
codes and cyphers used by our
enemies and | am pretty sure very
few escaped the attention of Hut 7,
supporting the respective sections
that had responsibility for dealing
with them.

R G Allen — Derbyshire



SAILING

Michael Mahon’s Adventure

year

of small dingy ownership and

while | had sailed her every
available occasion that time and
favourable seas allowed, | had been no
more adventurous than the average
week-end sailor. | was therefore like
the frustrated tram driver forever
retracing the same old routes and
gazing at the same old landmarks. So
it was that ambition crystallised into
action. I decided to sail my frail boat
into the distant shipping lanes. After
all, Drake was a Devonian!

Friday 27 July, the year of parched
meadows and burnt crops, saw me
sailing out of Brixham harbour, away
from the congested slipways and
timid coastline like a crusader with a
vision, out into the misty horizon and
not a standpipe in sight. At 8.00am |
cleared the end of the breakwater.
Two despondent anglers looked up
wistfully for a few moments to watch
me go by. The wind was from the
west and the boat shared my spirit of
adventure. In 45 minutes | was out
of Torbay, past Ore Stone Rock and
sailing well into Lyme Bay. By this time
the wind was Force four and the
waves were a lot bigger in the open
waters of Lyme Bay, but | was not
worried for the boat was cruising
beautifully. 10.00am and for this
creature of habit it was a cup of tea
and some biscuits. After all it would
be foolish to go down with scurvy so
soon in my voyage! It was an ideal day
with a fair amount of cloud and the
wind was up to Force five. By 11.30am
the waves were getting friskier and
the boat was moving very fast. | had
considered taking in ‘a reef’ to make
things easier for the boat but decided
against it. The faster | went, the quicker
| would get there, the perceptively

Mike in ‘Comfort’ in 1976

brilliant thought that lodged in my
brain. (At sea you have plenty of time
to philosophise!) At all events, it was
turning out to be the best sail | had
had so far. She’s 13-foot, long with a
beam of five foot, clinker-built with a
small fore-deck and rigged with a
‘gunte rlug’ sail and small jib. And |
had called her ‘Comfort’!

12.15pm and with Beer Head on my
port beam and the dingy behaving
well I could hardly believe it. One
more hour goes by and | can see my
port of destination, Lyme Regis.
3.00pm Friday afternoon and | am
sailing round the end of the Cob of
Lyme Regis harbour.

I had made it! | was very pleased
with myself, 32 miles of open water
and all in only seven hours. Friday
night, 12.30am shipping forecast —
Wind NW, Force five, backing N Force
six, moderating to Force four later.
Not a very good forecast for an early
start in the morning! As I lay in my
boat with the tent cover rigged up,
anchored outside Lyme Regis harbour
because | wanted to make an early
start and Lyme Regis dries out at low

water, | decided | would make a start
for home at 6.00am.

5.00am on Friday | was up, cooked
breakfast, washed and shaved then
looking in vain for a mermaid,
decided to get back to the wife. | put
two reefs in the main-sail as it was
blowing Force six outside in Lyme
Bay. By 6.00am I was sailing out past
the Cob and as | cleared the land the
wind was very fresh and spray was
beginning to come over the starboard
side, with white horses everywhere,
but still no mermaids! | sailed on and
as time went by the wind began to
moderate. By 10.00am | was able to
shake out the two reefs and | contin-
ued to sail by a pleasant Force three
wind. By 12.00pm the wind increased
to Force four and the dingy was
surging forward very fast, but |
decided to keep all sails up — I did,
after all, have to arrive home in style!
By 3.00pm | was back at Brixham
breakwater, nine hours after leaving
Lyme Regis. ‘Comfort’ and | were
very glad to be home.

The late Michael Mahon









NEWS

EX-ICL EMPLOYEES' GATHERING 4 JULY 1999

myself,
I am a member of the ‘81
Club’ which consists mainly
of staff that once worked at the ICL
East Grinstead Offices in West
Sussex.

At our last meeting we recognised
that attendance numbers were falling
for whatever reason and that trying to
find an interest that might be enjoyed
by all, to entice colleagues to meet,
was becoming increasingly difficult.

As | am the voluntary site facilities
manager for the Polesden Lacey
Festival Committee, a volunteer group
dedicated to raising funds for the
National Trust’s property at Polesden
Lacey near Great Bookham, Surrey, |
proposed that an ex-ICL gathering
could be organised at short notice
for members on 4 July 1999, at the
‘Polesden Fair’. As the proposer |
have now become truly ‘lumbered’
to get this gathering on its way!

I am trying to contact as many of
the ex-ICL staff and others that might
like to join the visit to Polesden Lacey

16 JUNE to 19 JUNE
Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It’
directed by Roz Rokison

23 JUNE to 26 JUNE

Oscar Wilde’s ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’

directed by Margaret Hunter
30 JUNE to 3 JULY
‘Fiddler on the Roof’

directed by Gillian Jarvis

4 JULY all day

Grand Craft Fair with many attractions

4 JULY evening

Finale Event ‘Miller Magic’ Big Band Sound

on 4 July and to arrive early to take
in and enjoy the pleasures of walking
in the estate and grounds, visiting the
historic house and enjoying the well
renowned Polesden Fair which has
been in existence for nearly 50 years!

Distance should not be a problem
as there are hotels and guest houses
in the district, where it is possible to
book weekend breaks. For most of us
there is no work on Monday morning!

By way of a fuller explanation, the
Fair is the culmination of almost a
month of entertainment starting on
12 June through to and including
4 July 1999.

The season’s programme for this
year is briefly shown below

Angela Rippon will be introducing
the evening concerts, whilst we are
currently seeking a celebrity to
introduce the fair!

All events are held in the open air
with seating both covered and
uncovered. There are catering facili-
ties with ‘Mrs Greville’s Hampers’
available, as well as a Bar and

Corporate Private Hospitality facilities.

I am led to believe that most of the
events above will include Theatre and
Concerts in the open air. If you visit on
4 July there could be many familiar
faces in the crowds. Try and make a
date in your diary to join us! There
could be a ‘Fair’ number in
attendance!

Any concerns that need answering
telephone me on:

01372 454407/0976 364 928 or
E Mail:plf@pronetfive.demon.co.uk

Ask for Alec Garnham if telephoning
or if you want to book Tel. 01372
451596 or 457223 and ask for Penny
Curnow, the Regional Box Office
Manager.

We would like to see as many as
possible at the Fair — The Hospitality
Marquee is intended to be the focus
for people meeting. It is near to the
Catering, Bar and chairs!

Alec M Garnham

DIARY LETTERS AND ARTICLES

Diary is produced especially for our pensioners by Nortel Networks UK
Pension Plan. We try to fill the pages with interesting and relevant
information which applies to you.

It is always helpful to receive letters and articles each quarter but we

do have to give a deadline date. The next deadline will be Monday 2

August 1999 for the Diary to be dispatched in September 1999.

Please write to:

The Editor, NT Diary

PO Box 2291, London, W1A 1PG
Tel No: 0171 734 1141
If you have any queries relating to your pension, please telephone or

write to:

Nortel Networks UK Pension Plan
Oakleigh Road South

New Southgate

London N11 1HB

Tel No: 0181 945 3472.

We look forward to receiving your letters and articles!






1999; Williams Arthur 86, 26th
January 1999.

WAKEFIELD

Bereton Walter Leslie 84, 15th
January 1999.

WEST GORTON

Black Leonard 69, 31st March 1999.

WIN 01

Purvis Ronald Ditchburn 69, 2nd
January 1999; Maloney James 64,
6th February 1999.

WREXHAM

Conde Minnie Fidelia 73, 26th
January 1999.

OTHER

Burn John 88, 13th February
1999; Cotter Patrick 72, 2nd April
1999; Durham Doris Irene Amy
79, 21st March 1999; Edwards
George Harold 75, 15th February
1999; Flockhart Robert Edward
72, 26th November 1998;
Hewings Henry Samuel 74, 3rd
April 1999; Hodgeson Mary
Elizabeth 78, 13th October 1998;
Hooton Henry Ernest 74, 18th
March 1999; King Jessie Florence
83, 24th December 1998;
McArthur Douglas Wilson 87,
28th March 1999; Melia Jack 64,
16th February 1999; Merrett
Philip Leonard 72, 5th February
1999: Nicholson Kenneth 77,
19th March 1999; Northcote
Michael Samuel 77, 26th February
1999; Painter Ernest Edward 78,
20th November 1998; Playfair Sir
Edward Wilder 89, 21st March
1999; Sayer Elizabeth Jane 65,
28th February 1999; Sear Nancy
85, 5th November 1998; Smith
Margaret Ann 79, 26th February
1999; Stutchbury Peter William
59, 21st August 1998; Thompson
George Richard 88, 27th March
1999; Tyson David Carrington 67,
4th February 1999; Wilson Clive
77, 5th October 1998.

INFORMATION

PAYROLL DATES

Last date for Payroll Credited to

amendments run accounts
July 9th 12th 18th
August 10th 11th 18th
September 10th 13th 18th
October 8th 11th 18th

CHANGE OF DETAILS

You may use this form to notify Pensions Payroll of any changes to your
payment instructions or address. The information you provide will also
automatically update the Diary mailing list. Send the completed form to:
Pensions Payroll, Nortel Networks UK Pension Plan, Oakleigh Road South,
New Southgate, London N11 1HB.

Please note all changes of address and Bank details must be made in writing.
Changes of address only may be E-mailed to: Inewbury@nortelnetworks.com

Name:

Pension No: National Insurance No:

Date of Birth:

New Address:

Post Code:

Bank/Building Society Name & Address:

Post Code:

Account No:

Sort Code:

Signed:

Date:







