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EVERY DAY OF OUR LIVES we come
into contact with some kind of
pollution and environmental

damage. This has
been the case
for many years.

The air and
water are

becoming
more

and more
unclean.

Toxic waste is
building up and

people
everywhere suffer.

In the UK, 26 million tonnes of
household waste are produced each year.
For every tonne of waste that is produced
in our homes, it is estimated that five
tonnes of waste have already been
created at the manufacturing stage and
26 tonnes at the point where the raw
materials were extracted. Another 415
million tonnes come from shops,
offices, factories, farms, mines, quarries
and building sites. It may be that we
don’t think about it very often but it will
never dissolve and vanish. 90% of
household rubbish is buried in holes in
the ground called landfill sites, while
about 5% is burned in incinerators. Only
around 5% is recycled or composted –
way short of the 100% rate the London
waste authority estimates is achievable.
The Government’s Environment Agency
sets pollution limits for all disposal facili-

ties, but these are weaker than those in
other countries. Rotting organic waste in
landfill generates methane gas, which
can cause explosions if it builds up
underground.

By taking some time to re-use and
recycle there will be:
Ê less waste of energy
Ê less pollution
Ê less need to use and import raw

materials, saving money and energy
Mining and transporting raw materials

uses a lot of energy, so the best thing to
do is reduce and re-use – so that we are
using as little as we can in the first place.
Try and think about the materials that we
throw away – they might be useful for
recycling in some way.

THE AVERAGE DUSTBIN CONTAINS:

WASTE WATCH
Waste Watch is the national charity
promoting waste reduction and recycling.

continued on page 2

Recycling Tips
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● EDITORIAL

Waste Watch produces a
range of publications, practical
guides and educational
resources, organises seminars
and conferences and works
with local authorities, busines-
ses and community groups to
promote practical action on
waste issues. Waste Watch also
works with central government
to facilitate waste reduction
and recycling and operates
the Waste Watch Waste line, a
telephone and postal
information service.

Below are some ideas on
how to recycle. There may
be some new ideas you have
never thought of before. There
are many ways in which you
can start recycling and taking
better care of our planet:
Glass

Ê use bottles to store handy
amounts of vinegar or cooking
oil bought in larger containers
for economy
Ê pass jam or honey jars to

jam-makers or bee-keepers
for re-use
Ê buy milk in glass bottles –
they are re-used 20 times
before they are recycled
Paper

Ê at home, use both sides
of a sheet of paper
Ê use up scraps of paper
for shopping lists etc
Ê pass on unwanted rolls of
wallpaper to play groups or
schools for use in craft activi-
ties
Plastic

Ê use plastic bottles and
pots in the garden – cut clear
bottles to make mini-cloches
or protectors for plants, use
yoghurt pots for seedlings
Ê buy one large bottle of
drink rather than lots of
smaller bottles
Ê if there are no facilities
for collecting plastic in your
area, think about buying
drinks in glass bottles
Cans

Ê take cans to a recycling
bank (rinse and crush them

WASTE WATCH
Europa House

13-17 Ironmonger Row
LONDON
EC1V 3QN

Tel: 0171 248 1818
Fax: 0171 248 1404

Web site:
www.wastewatch.org.uk

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 
26-28 Underwood Street

London 
N1 7JQ

Tel: 0171 490 1555
Fax: 0171 490 0881

If you cannot think of
where to recycle
materials, you could
contact your local
authority who should
hold a list of recycling
stations in the area.

Recycling tips
(continued from front page)

W ELCOME TO THE AUTUMN issue of
the Diary. This is my favourite

season with all of nature’s colours on
the trees. The fact that my birthday falls in this season
may also be a contributory factor! Those of you who
read my comments in the last  edition will already
know that Autumn, especially around November,

becomes somewhat hectic for me with my pyrotechnic activities. I trust
that those who were able to visit Totnes on Thursday 20th August for the
concert enjoyed the atmosphere and the fireworks. Please let me know
what you thought of them. 

After our success in the last edition tracing Mr Peter Jackson, we are
once more appealing for your help in tracing other pensioners we have
lost contact with. Please turn to page 15 and let me know if you have a
contact address for any of these people listed.

Congratulations to Mandy Gray who has given birth to a daughter,
Hannah. Mandy has decided not to return after maternity leave and we
are therefore pleased to welcome Mr Ying Mak to our department as her
replacement. The inexorable transition to ‘Euroland’ moves apace - the
most tangible product of this to date appears in this issue - ‘the Euro’.
Sooner or later this will affect all of us and I hope you find the article on
page 3 informative. Also in this issue is the next in the series of articles

on the workings of the Trustees. The subject of this edition is ‘a typical
Trustee meeting’.

I often get told when speaking to some of you on the telephone
how much you enjoy receiving the Diary but “oh there is never anything
about ..... where I used to work”. If  you want to read about your former
department or site then there are many others who would like to reminisce
with you so please put pen to paper and I will try and include your articles
in future editions. Also when articles are received it always nice to receive
a photograph where possible to make the page look more interesting.

For those of you with access to E-mail you will be pleased to know
that you can now use this media to write to me or give your change of
address instructions. Regretfully, changes to Bank details will not be
accepted as your signature is still required for this change. My E-mail
address can be found on page 15.

Finally I must apologise for two errors in the last issue. Geoff Lloyd
worked for Racal plc not Rachel (these spellchecks)!! The second was
some of the 'years' were transposed in the obituary column. I do most
sincerely apologise for any distress this may have caused. You will be
pleased to know that since the last edition I am now the owner of
reading glasses so I have no more excuses.

if possible). If there are
separate banks for aluminium
and steel – steel ones stick to
a magnet, aluminium ones
don’t
Ê aerosol cans can be put
in Save-a-can banks, but they
should be empty and should
NOT be crushed. Remove
the lids but not the nozzles
Textiles

Ê pass unwanted clothes
and shoes to charity shops
for re-sale
Ê household linen can also
go to groups such as Women’s
Aid for re-use, to charity
shops or into textile banks
Ê put older items in a
textile bank rather than in
the dustbin. Handbags and
shoes can also go in the
textile banks.

These are just some of
the ways in which you can
recycle. For further informa-
tion and publication listings,
contact Waste Watch or
Friends of the Earth (please
see the fact box).
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continued from page 3

4

instance the summer and autumn
meetings see the Plans Auditor in
attendance to take the Trustees’ views
before the audit commences and to
report back with the results of the
audit and to sign the accounts.

The agenda sets a time for the
meeting to start. As Chairman, I will
make sure that the formal agenda is
followed, any decisions that should
be made are made and that where
any item is unclear or where further
clarification is needed, then that is
provided to all my fellow Trustees.

Any apologies are noted and the
minutes of the previous meeting are
then approved for me to sign. This 
is important as the Pensions Act
stipulates that proper minutes of the
meetings must be kept. Once the
minutes are signed we move into
matters arising where any actions in
the minutes are reviewed and any
further clarification given. The same

applies to the minutes of the
Committee of Management where the
Trustees ask for clarification on any
of the points made or decisions
taken. The Investment Committee’s
minutes are supplemented with a
verbal report on the latest Investment
Committee meeting so that the
Trustees are aware of investment
performance, performance against
the benchmark, major asset changes
and any changes in the staff and
organisation of the investment
managers. Other regular items will
include a Membership Summary so
that the Trustees can see whether
there have been any shifts in member-
ship, Cash Flow Forecasts over the
following 12 months to see whether
any major expenditure is likely and
draft quarterly Accounts so that the
Trustees can see what income has
been received and payments made
this quarter and in the Scheme year
to date.

This information gives them an
overview of what’s happened in the
last quarter, the value of the assets of
the Plan and an indication of what
may be to happen in the future.

Other items will tend to be
seasonal or topical. For instance, the
Trustees may need to consider
whether to admit a new participating
Company to the Pension Plan, to
decide on a strategic investment
decision or to adopt a new process.
The meeting ends with Any Other
Business where Trustees can ask any
question or make any point on any
matter. The dates of future meetings
are re-confirmed and the meeting
ends.

Shortly after, formal minutes are
produced which I approve and are
then sent to Trustees for approval at
the next Trustees’ meeting.

Kenneth Gardener – Chairman

The 45th annual meeting of
the Croydon and Brighton
members of the Henry
Mark Pease Chapter of the
Quarter Century Club was
held on Saturday 25 April
1998.

60 members and 21
guests met in the bar at
Sussex University for a
couple of hours reminiscing
on past times. This was
followed by lunch and the
meeting finished mid-
afternoon.

During his address the
President, Mick Pearson,

said that comments had
been received from members
regarding the venue and
funding of future events. He
enquired if changes should
be made but all agreed that
future events should
continue as at present.

The number of members
not replying to this year’s
invitation was more than
expected. If any of these
have second thoughts
about attending next year’s
meeting, which is to be held
on Saturday 24 April 1999,
at Sussex University, they

should write to Gerry
Fletcher at the address
below.

The President told
members that a guest, Jill
Sharp, was participating the
next day in the London
Marathon and much to her
surprise, the members
quickly contributed £126 to
her sponsorship, which was
for the Royal Brompton
Hospital, London. Jill
completed the course and
collected her finisher’s
medal.

QUARTER CENTURY CLUB MEETING

GERRY FLETCHER

HONORARY SECRETARY

The Quarter Century

Club

7 Grovelands Close

Burgess Hill

West Sussex

RH15 9JB

Tel: 01444 235089
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ART ●

You may remember back in issue 52,
Winter 1997 Diary we advertised the
Elderly Accommodation Counsel
(EAC) Art Awards. EAC is a charity
offering advice and counsel about
accommodation for elderly people.
Many people simply need advice on
how to re-shape their family home
into something more convenient.
Some fear they may need to move
into residential care and value
impartial and supportive advice, plus
the detailed information that enables
real choices to be made, even
difficult ones.

The Art Awards is a national
competition for amateur artists aged
over 60 and is one way in which
people hear of the service. Many
others are referred by Age Concern,
Help the Aged and other well-known
national and local organisations.
Fourteen major companies support
the service financially and promote it
to their pensioners and staff. Profess-
ionals including GPs, hospital home
finders, solicitors and social workers
make regular calls on it.

An essential ingredient of EAC’s
service is the accurate and detailed
information it has about housing and
care for older people. 

As a result of the competition, 57
Diary readers submitted entries for the
Art Awards for over 60s. While none
of them reached the finals, four
readers received certificates of
commendation for exceptionally good
work – a really excellent result as EAC
received over 3,600 entries – a record.

CERTIFICATES OF COMMENDATION
WENT TO:
✎ Mr Geoffrey Halsall of Leyland,

Lancashire who had one highly
commended and two commended
pictures

✎ Mr Hugh Ironside of Norwich
who had one highly commended 
picture

✎ Mrs Kathleen Langley of Steyning,
Sussex who had one commended
picture

✎ Mrs Joan Mithchell of Letchworth
who had one highly commended 
picture

Well done to the above people!

The judges had a very difficult time
choosing the winners of the three
£1,000 prizes. Of the finalists, 15 are
aged over 80, three are over 90 and
one is over 100!

The judges were Daphne Todd,
president of the Royal Society of
Portrait Painters; Peter Senior,
director of the Arts for Health and
Marion Hasson, publishing director,
Artists & Illustrators magazine.
Runner-up prizes were donated by
Daler-Rowney Limited.

The 60 finalists showed their
work at the Artist & Illustrator’s
Exhibition at the Business Design
Centre, Islington, London from 23
July to 26th July, 1998.

It was emphasised in the EAC
press release that the standard of the
work this year was excellent and all
the judges were impressed!

EAC is planning the Art Awards
for 1999 and will have entry forms
available shortly. Once again the
Artist & Illustrators Exhibition will be
held in July, 1999.

To make sure of your entry form
and the chance to win £1,000, send a
stamped addressed envelope to
Dorothy Kershaw, EAC Art Awards
for the Over 60s, 11 Westrow,
Westleigh Avenue, London SW15 6RH.

Good Luck!

THE OVER 60s ART AWARDS

Mr Trevor Hindley, winner of the Landscape
category of the EAC Art Awards for the over
60s, pictured with his picture ‘calm before
the storm’. Mr Hindley, who attends a day

hospice in Lincolnshire, only began to paint
when he started to attend the day centre.

The Lady Soames DBE opened the EAC 
exhibition of finalists’ pictures in their 1998 
Art Awards for the Over 60s. The daughter of 
the late Winston Churchill, she brought along

copies of her book about her father’s paintings
to give to the winners.

Miss Eileen Sydenham (right) winner of the
Anglea Farnell Memorial Prize for her

picture ‘Hatching Time’. Miss Sydenham lives
in a residential home in North London.

Pictured with her are (left) Mrs Elsie Higgs,
another finalist and (centre) their art tutor.

Below are photos supplied by 
EAC Art Awards
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● TRAVELS

W HAT WERE THE THOUGHTS

of the Nortel (Harlow)
Tuesday Pavilion Club

party when boarding their coach at
6.00 am one day in early May to set off
for four days in Cornwall? Were they
praying for good weather? - April had
been one of the wettest on record.
Were they hoping that the gardens it
was planned to visit would live up to
their expectations? Or were they
thinking of catching up on their lost
sleep after a clotted cream tea at the
end of the journey? Whatever their
hopes they were to be well and truly
fulfiled.

After a speedy journey, the first
attraction to be visited was Killerton, a
National Trust property near Exeter.
The house is an elegant 18th century
mansion which was used as a family
home until the outbreak of World War
II. Of the many interesting rooms, the
Music Room is of particular note as it
contains an organ on which the great
Samuel Sebastian Wesley, then organist
at Exeter Cathedral, gave lessons to the
lady of the house. ‘Below stairs’ the
Laundry has been restored to what it
would have looked like around 1900.
Washing is said to have taken place on
Mondays and Tuesdays while the rest of
the week was spent ironing and airing.

A costume collection of over 8000
items is arranged in period room settings.
It was enjoyable to see the natural
materials as they originally appeared
and to be able to admire the beaded
embroidery and handwork. One was
reminded of times when the ladies
wore camiknickers and boudoir caps.

The evening dresses had the ladies
of the party wishing they could try them
on. The bathing costumes were in great
contrast to today’s and needless to say
there were references to not seeing such
styles in modern high street shops

FLYING HIGH CORNWALL

However ours was a ‘gardens’ tour
and naturally great interest was shown in
the Killerton garden containing many
rare trees, herbaceous borders and
unusual features such as the ice house
and the bear hut.

It being a small world, who should
we bump into quite unexpectedly but
Eric Cornish, an STL pensioner, who
regularly visits to give recitals on the
organ and pianos in the Music Room.

After an enjoyable break we contin-
ued the journey arriving at our hotel
in Falmouth which was situated close
to the beach with panoramic views of
the Cornish coastline.

An early start the next day saw the
party en-route to Penzance airport to
board helicopters to take us to Tresco
to see the Abbey Gardens. We chose to
cross by helicopter as this only takes
twenty minutes
compared with two and a
half hours by sea. None
of the party had ridden in
the large helicopters used
on this run - Sikorsky
S61NM powered by two
GE gas turbine engines
for those interested - and
it later transpired that
several had never taken
to the air before.

So many anxious

thoughts boarded the helicopter with
the party but not too far into the
journey everyone was relaxing and
enjoying the experience. One lady was
thrilled as she said that no-one in her
family had flown in a helicopter, not
even her grandchildren.

Having landed on Tresco, most of
the party decided to explore the island
on foot to see Tresco Abbey and other
sights and to have lunch in the ‘local’.
‘Twitchers’ would have found the
island enjoyable and their binoculars
fully employed watching all the spring
migrants, seabirds and raptors around.
When you had a cake at the Tresco
Abbey gardens you had to buy an extra
one for the friendly robins. In fact there
are bird-watching holidays organised
to Tresco in the Autumn. Details can

OVER

Waiting at Scilly Isles Heliport for return trip to mainland.

The brightly coloured Koi Carp can grow up to three feet long and
become very tame in the warm weather.



7

TRAVELS  ●

be supplied to anyone interested.
On Tresco one has the feeling that

things remain unchanged. Whilst
enjoying the tranquillity, it is hard to
believe that there had been a force ten
storm just before New Year’s Eve when
it was said that there had been 60 foot
waves and spray encountered at 600
feet. Visitors were told that small dogs
and little old ladies had been swept up
into the air but our party did not fall for
this tale despite the fact that there was
evidence of the violence of the storm.

Tresco, known as the ‘island of the
flowers’, is two miles long and one
mile wide. The gardens are truly exotic
with very tall palms and echiums said
to resemble burning rockets. With
plants from South Africa, Australia, the
Mediterranean and Mexico you can
lose yourself away from the bustling
world outside.

When Mr. Augustus Smith became
Lord Proprietor of the Isles of Scilly in
1834 there was no plant on Tresco
higher than a gorse bush except in the
little parsonage garden where there
were a few stunted trees. He planted
belts of shelter and built a sheltering
wall on the west side of the ancient
abbey. He gradually increased the size
of the garden and stocked it with many
interesting plants too tender to be
grown in the open on the mainland.

An area of the garden, known as
‘Valhalla’, which contains some 70 old
ships’ figureheads and other relics of
ships wrecked among the islands
rounds off a very enjoyable day spent

on Tresco.
Sunday saw us boarding

the coach to spend the day
at the ‘Lost Gardens of
Heligan’, now well-known
to all television viewers for
the remarkable restoration
work that has taken place
there in recent years.

Heligan - ‘The Willows’
in Cornish - is first
mentioned in the 12th
century and the present
house was built around 1600. Situated
at the head of the valley and overlook-
ing Mevagissey, the estate in its heyday
was completely self-contained having a
number of farms, quarries, woods, a
brickworks, a flour mill, a sawmill, a
brewery, orchards and kitchen
gardens.

All ended at the outbreak of war in
1914. More than half the staff perished
in the mud of Flanders and the house
was taken over by the War Department.
The gardens just ‘gently went to sleep’.
In 1991 with no paths visible and a
giant vine weaving in and out of the
broken panes of the glasshouse the
restoration project began.

We are now able to wander some
80 acres of pleasure grounds, walled
gardens and vegetable gardens all fast
returning to their former glory. Work
continues in many areas and will
shortly be covered by another Channel
4 television film.

It took us the whole day to do justice
to the gardens as they now appear and

everyone returned to the
hotel full of admiration for
the results that have been
achieved.

Everyone we met at
Heligan was so friendly and
helpful. We had arranged
our tour to Tresco through
them and their help and
advice had been instrumen-
tal in the success of the trip.

We would thoroughly recom-

mend anyone considering organising a
similar tour to do the same.

Our last day started with a stop at
Trebah Garden on the banks of the
Helford River. Said to be “not a
pampered, pristine garden” but a
magnificent old wild and magical
Cornish garden, it is the end product
of 100 years’ creation, 40 years of
mellowing and 10 years of loving
restoration and fully lives up to its
description. Anyone in the area should
go out of their way to pay a visit.

The garden fills a ravine which drops
over 200 feet to the river estuary but
the resulting rather strenuous walk
repays the effort with views of the river
through banks of rhododendrons,
gunnera, davidia and hydrangeas.

We were escorted around the
garden by the owner whose pride in
and love of the garden showed through.
He related the story of a recent visitor
who seemed preoccupied whilst being
shown around. It turned out that this
visitor was an ex-Luftwaffe pilot who
during the war had been on a bombing
raid to the area and had noticed the
house from the air. He had decided
that this was where he would like to live
and took good care that none of his
bombs fell anywhere near the estate!

After lunch we got back on the
coach for the long journey back to
Harlow which seemed to go very
quickly while we were all discussing
what we had seen and experienced in
the four days of a colourful and

Trebah Gardens
Luftwaffe pilot’s flight path from sea towards house

Gala in the Abbey Gardens, Tresco, Isles of Scilly was sculpted by
David Wynne from South African Marble. 

Pictured in the photo are Dorothy Condon and Mike Crane
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LETTERS  ●

Dear Diary
It’s a true story ... honest! - 

by E.L Bird

There’s that old adage that says ‘truth
is stranger than fiction’. This tale
certainly confirms that!

When my son started his first job
at the Holiday Inn in Bristol, he got
a flat and looked after himself. As he
was a newly qualified chef my wife
and I knew he wasn’t going to starve!
Nevertheless we still worried about
him (as parents do!) and he kept in
touch by telephoning every week.

One week in 1978 he made his
usual telephone call; except that he
didn’t get the answer he was expect-
ing! The person answering seemed a
bit strange and ‘detached’. My son
came to the conclusion that I had
answered and that I was trying to
‘send him up’. Similarly the person
taking the call thought my son was

trying to wind him up and as a result
became a bit abusive.

At the time our telephone number
was 0803 556911. My son asked for
the number he had called and got
the reply 556911. Upon asking the
person’s name he was told that it was
Bird. After further altercation,
eventually the mystery was solved
when it transpired that the number
called was, in fact, in Southampton.
The person called was indeed Mr Bird
and his number was 0703 556911.

My son had incorrectly dialled
the STD code 0703 instead of 0803
and to his surprise had still got to
speak to a Mr Bird!

Perhaps a statistically-minded
reader might care to work out the
odds against this happening!

● Eric Bird

Unfortunately too late for the pet
competition we thought we would
include this photo.

Dear Diary
The picture below is of my late husband’s
favourite cat. Paul had never owned a cat
before we married, but then he became
even more besotted than me over our
feline friends. Most of our moggies were
rescued, but Ginny came to us ‘as new’ –
she was one of a litter that we decided
to keep. This was during our stay in
London, when Paul and I worked at
New Southgate. When we moved
back to Portsmouth in 1983, Ginny
(and four other furry companions)
came with us.
Ginny died four years ago (and I am
now down to just two cats). One of
her favourite resting places was on the
telephone, as you can see, but as she was

Dear Diary
During my 43 years with British Tabs
and ICL, from a Shop Boy in 1933, I
aspired after the War to join the
Illustrating Section, more popularly
known as the Isometric Section
under the late Jack Cooper. This was
in the 60s and my job was to prepare
the Field Service Manuals for the 900
series Tabulators and the 424
Interpreter. In my later years I also
worked on the Front End Processor,
took over the design of Packaging
Field Spares. I was then upgraded by
the late Ron Allsop to become a
Design Draftsman and took on the
design of the Free Standing Visual Aid
for the ‘Vestric’ Computer Scheme.

My regret is that I have nothing
to show from that period. So if there
is an Engineer who used my Manuals
in the Field with an old copy of one of
the 900 series Tabulators who would
like to donate it to an 80-year old
Illustrator, let him now communicate
or forever hold his peace.

I can be contacted on Letchworth
01462 677173.

When Diary arrives I can’t put it
down and thoroughly enjoy the
varied articles.

Good wishes to all Editorial staff
and colleagues who just may remem-

ber young ‘Curly John’ pushing a
Barrow around the Factory in the 30s.

For Members of the Majority Clubs,
you may like to know that although
we suffered the sad loss of Ernie

Shaw early on, there is a healthy
Committee under Gordon Collinson’s
Chairmanship working to see that all

events are planned as before.
● Mr J.R. Gifford, 

42 Robert Saunders Court, 
Unwin Close, Letchworth,

Hertfordshire SG6 3RU 
Tel: 01462 677173

profoundly deaf, it didn’t bother her
too much when someone rang. For
my late husband’s sake – I felt I just
had to send in her picture.

● Margaret Jones – Hampshire
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● NEWS

1998 QUARTER CENTURY CLUB DINNER
The William T Gibson
Chapter of The Quarter
Century Club, which is
celebrating its 43rd year,
held its Annual Dinner on
Friday 3rd April, at the
Riviera Centre in Torquay.

The function attracted
320 of its 499 membership
(all of whom have complet-
ed a minimum of 25 years
service).  It provided a
superb forum for meeting
up with old and current
comrades, with the inevitable
swapping of memories
during the reception and
following an excellent
dinner.

Leading the formalities
of the event, Mike Ford, the
Honorary Secretary, invited
the guests to take a moment
or two for reflection, as a
mark of respect to those
members who had died in
the past year. The sombre
tone soon subsided,
however, when Mike
extended best wishes for an
enjoyable evening from
members unable to attend
and everyone joined in
congratulating the 18
new members who
were now
eligible to join
in the celebra-
tions. Twelve
of the new
members
were there
and by way of
welcome each
was presented
with a Club tie or a
scarf. 

After the dinner came
the speeches, and first on
his feet was Andy Hooper,
Optoelectronics HR Director,
who gave an overview of
Nortel in general and some
more information about
Paignton in particular.  John
Pittman, Managing Director,
Optoelectronics had been
invited as the guest speaker
for the evening and from
his opening remarks it was
apparent that Andy had
omitted to tell him in advance
of his acceptance that the
price for attending was to
make a speech. John hinted
that Optoelectronics may
be looking for a new HR
director!

John gave a comprehen-
sive low-down on
Optoelectronics business
and portrayed an encourag-
ing future. 

The final speech was
that of the President, John
Evans (formerly Group
Managing Director). In true
Evans’ style, John gave vent

to his feelings on a number
of matters and soon had 
the audience in his grasp.
Northern Lights was seen
by John as an excellent
magazine, so much so that
he promised to write articles
for it under the heading of
PSAT, Pensioner Satisfaction.
John also promised to
benchmark our current
pension scheme by talking
to some of the leading
businessmen in the City
(Paignton) and give his
feedback via Northern Lights.

Colleagues were
unanimous in their praise
of Mike Ford’s organisation
of the event and he, in turn,
paid tribute to John Michael
(former Honorary Secretary),

for his support and to
Carole Robbins of Site
Facilities for printing the
menus and place name
cards. The staff of the
Riviera Centre were
applauded for their service
and an excellent meal.

PENSION PLAN
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
ELECTION
May I take this opportunity
to congratulate Ben Gunn
and Eric Bird, winners of
the recent Pension Plan
Consultative Committee
election, and also to thank
warmly all my ex-STC
colleagues who gave me
their support.

Brian Hanks

25
JOHN BELLINGHAM

KEVIN CANNING

MARTIN CATTON

GEORGE CARTWRIGHT

LARRY CLARK

NICK DENHAM

PAT DILLON

ALAN FISHER

COLIN GUILBERT

JILL HAMMOND

BOB POCOCK

ARTHUR WALKER

It was agreed at the last
Committee of
Management meeting
that members who left
employment prior to
April 1988 should be
allowed to nominate a
financially dependent
partner of either the
opposite or the same
sex to receive a pension
on the members' death.
This would be subject to
review at the time of
death to ensure that
financial interdependence

still existed.
This amendment

means that all pensioners,
regardless of the Plan
rules in existence when
they left employment,
may nominate a financial
dependant for considera-
tion.

If you wish to make a
nomination, you should
write for a form to
Norma Bowles, Pensions
Administration Manager
at the address shown on
page 13.

Pensions Payable to 
Financial Dependants
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and how much appreciated by the
‘Breast Cancer Appeal Researchers’ 

I have had letters from them
thanking me for the support and
hoping I will continue with the
good work. So, it is up to us all to
help this worthwhile cause and
see if we can eventually see the
light at the end of the tunnel.
Please continue to save and send
me those used stamps. In the
meantime let me send my sincere
good wishes to you all.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the kind readers for
sending me such a huge and
wonderful selection of ‘used
stamps’ over the last year! They
certainly kept me busy and gave
me a new hobby as I do like to go
through each one and trim them
myself so that I know they are all
acceptable. My geography was
never very good in my school days,
but it certainly has improved since
my stamp collecting! Not a lot!!

I’ve tried to answer all the kind
letters which came with the stamps,
I just wanted everyone to know
how important their collection is

Interesting photo

STAMP THANK YOU

NEWS  ●

Opposite is rather an interesting photo that has been
sent in by Harold F Newell. He entitles it The Watcher
from the Stone. 

Viewed in the mirror, the distorted image is
reversed, but a process, once put in motion, rarely
can be...A very last look at the far end of building 8
on the New Southgate site.

As with Buildings 3 and 4, over the long years it
was to some of its occupants almost a second home,
a battlefield, a prison and sometimes for just a little
while, a theatre of comedy.

Harold F Newell

If anyone else has taken any interesting photos it would be
great to include them in the Diary with a short piece of
information about them. This doesn’t necessarily have to
be a photo relating to Nortel or your employing company
of the day.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR PHOTOS!

If readers would like to send
stamps to Dorothy, please send
them to: 
● Mrs Dorothy Stott

243 Warbrack Drive, Bispham, 
Blackpool, Lancashire FY2 9PP





Congratulations to

Vic and Edith

Atkins who

celebrated their

Diamond Wedding

Anniversary. They

had a lovely day

celebrating in their

garden in

Cambridgeshire.

Vic and Edith were

featured in Diary

in 1988 when they

celebrated their

Golden Wedding

Anniversary. Vic was Honorary Treasurer of the Industrial

Catering Association for 25 years and Honorary Vice

President of the National Industrial Catering Managers

Association of the USA in 1967.
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A cat died and went to Heaven. 
St Peter said, “You have been a good
puss keeping the old lady company
for 17 years. You can come in and
have one wish”. Puss said “I’d love a
blue silk cushion”. “No problem” said
St Peter.

Two mice died and went up and
St Peter said, “Come in and you can
have one wish”. “We would like a
skate board. All the children have
them down there.” St Peter replied,
“Yes you may have a skate board
each”.

The next day St Peter saw Puss
lying on his cushion. “how are you
Puss?” St Peter said. Puss replied, “I’m
fine. I’m so happy, I never knew you
had meals on wheels up here”.
Shame.

Mrs M Clarke – Kent

Diary is produced especially for our pensioners by Nortel (UK) Pension
Plan. We try to fill the pages with interesting and relevant information
which applies to you.

It is always helpful to receive letters and articles each quarter but we
do have to give a deadline date. The next deadline will be Monday 9
November 1998 for the Diary to be dispatched in December.

Please write to: The Editor, NT Diary
PO Box 2291, London, W1A 1PG
Tel: 0171 734 1141

If you have any queries relating to your pension, please telephone or
write to:

Nortel (UK) Pension Plan
Oakleigh Road South
New Southgate
London N11 1HB
Tel: 0181 945 3472

We look forward to receiving your letters and articles!

DIARY LETTERS AND ARTICLES
ANIMAL STORY

Diamond wedding

Congratulations to Doris E Carter who has reached

the grand age of 103 years of age. Doris celebrated

her birthday by going to her daughter’s house to

watch a video recording of her grandson’s wedding,

as unfortunately she was unable to attend the big day.

CELEBRATION  ●

Birthday
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CHANGE OF DETAILS
You may use this form to notify Pensions Payroll of any changes to your
payment instructions or address. The information you provide will also
automatically update the Diary mailing list. Send the completed form to:
Pensions Payroll, Nortel (UK) Pension Plan, Oakleigh Road South,
New Southgate, London N11 1HB.

Please note all changes of address and Bank details must be made in
writing.
Changes of address only may be E-mailed to:  lnewbury@nortel.co.uk

Name:

Pension No: National Insurance No:

Date of Birth:

New Address:

Post Code:

Bank/Building Society Name & Address:

Post Code:

Account No:

Sort Code:

Signed:

Date:

Last date for Payroll Credited to
amendments run accounts

September 10th 11th 18th

October 8th 9th 16th

November 10th 11th 18th

December 10th 11th 18th

INFORMATION  ●

PAYROLL DATES
Where are
they now?
The following all worked at Erle

aged date left

Ms S.J. Blanch 60 30/11/70

Ms V. Brough 74 30/11/65

Ms D.I. Cooper 75 30/11/70

Mr J.T. Edge 76 30/11/73

Mr G.E. Harris 75 30/11/71

Mr E.W.A. Hodger 66 30/04/68

Ms S.J. Jones 69 30/11/68

Ms D. Lanning 73 30/11/72

Ms A. Platt 74 30/11/69

Ms M. Roberts 71 30/11/70

Ms G.P. Ryan 63 30/11/69

Ms E. Smith 66 30/11/71

Ms M. Williams 72 30/11/69

We are also trying to trace the
following:

Mr H.A. Holmes 71 30/04/64

If you know the present whereabouts
of any of the above former employees
contact Laura Newbury at the
pensions department. (Please find
the address on page 13).
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● 

Canal holidays are fun - whether
with family or friends. You can
choose an easy relaxing route or
a holiday of active exploration.

THE MAGIC OF THE WATERWAYS
There is nothing quite like living
on a narrowboat. Enforced
relaxation while drifting along at
no more than four miles per
hour and mild activity as you
come to a flight of locks,
camaraderie when you meet
other boaters and friendliness
when you tie up at the pub for a
drink or meal.

A holiday of contrasts, taken at a
slow pace. The variety is endless,
city, town, village and country, wide
canal and narrow canal. Every bend
in the canal brings forth some new
delight, every mile some new feature.
You can never see it all, no matter
how many times you return. But why

should you worry ? 
Narrowboat holidays are for

relaxation, for unwinding from
everyday pressures, for doing what
you like, when you like.

We have six bases strategically
located in delightful parts of the
country - Stoke Prior on the Worcester
and Birmingham Canal, Stoke on

Trent, Chirk on the beautiful
Llangollen Canal, Acton Bridge
in Cheshire, Napton near Rugby
in rural Warwickshire and finally
Silsden, centrally situated on
the Leeds and Liverpool Canal in
beautiful countryside near Ilkey
Moor - over 2,000 canal miles
for you to travel. 

Save £100 per week from
standard brochure prices,
irrespective of the type of boat
or the time of year. 

Published by Nortel (UK) Pension Plan, Oakleigh Road South, New Southgate, London.
Produced by Gracey Richardson, London and printed by Westfield Associates, London. 

BLACK PRINCE NARROWBOAT HOLIDAYS

Valid until 31st December 1998.

Quote code: AQUA 10

Telephone 0152 - 757 - 511

Ever feel that you have to get away
from it all, if only for a few days? Well
now you can and for a lot less than
you thought possible. Comfort Inns
and Quality Hotels are offering 50%
off hotel stays and are ideally situated,
whether you are planning a romantic
weekend or just looking for a Bank
Holiday escape. Even more good
news, children under 14 stay free
when sharing a room with two adults.
You may choose from over 65 locations
such as; Arundel, Bournemouth,
Cardiff, Norwich and Nottingham.

Whichever location you choose,
the quiet heart of the country, or the
vibrant hub of the city, one thing is

guaranteed. You will find
that Comfort Inns and
Quality Hotels are very
aptly named. There are
also fabulous facilities for
you to enjoy. Spacious, comfortable
rooms, superb restaurants, relaxing
bars and leisure centres or mini-gyms
- so you can return in even better
shape. And for those away on business
- a smaller impact on your budget.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
* Price based on two people sharing a
twin/double room. This offer is subject to
promotional availability at participating hotels,
at time of booking and cannot be used in
conjunction with any other offer or discount.

Prices subject to change without notice.
London hotels are not participating. Full
terms and conditions on request

50% off great weekend hotel stays
all over the UK and Ireland

(AND THAT’S JUST ONE OF THE ATTRACTIONS)

PRICES START AT JUST £13.00* PER PERSON

Book now and call free on:
0800 44 44 44 
Quoting Code: 00200449
Valid until 31st December 1998.


